
 
Collinsville Building & Loan Association Successfully Completes  

1st Annual “Coats for the Community” Drive 
 

 
COLLINSVILLE, IL -  Today more than ever, businesses are looking for ways to reach out to their 

local communities and make a difference on pressing issues.  The needs in our surrounding area are 

great and the resources to meet these challenges are limited.  The Collinsville Building & Loan 

Association partnered with The CAMA’s Helping Hands Ministry to reach those in need through the 

1st Annual “#ÏÁÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȱ drive.  The coat drive was held November 14th – 19th and CB&L 

provided coffee and donuts on the last two days of the drive to celebrate the patronage of those 

community members who donated coats, hats, scarves, and gloves.  During this drive CB&L collected 

over 100 coats in their Collinsville and Troy offices, which CAMA’s HHM will distribute locally to 

those in need.  Susan Hemker, CEO/President of CB&L, knows her staff members are committed to 

giving back.  “Our employees are always proposing ways to give back to the community, either 

through volunteer or service.  So when they suggested a coat drive, I saw an opportunity for us to 

give back to those who really need our help this time of year,” Hemker stated.  Collinsville Building & 

Loan Assn. formed a committee of staff members (pictured here) who were determined to 

demonstrate what it means during this holiday season to truly give back to the community.     

 

As businesses near the end of another tough year and start examining their bottom line, they may 

find it difficult to continue such charitable programs in light of economic difficulties.  One thing is for 

sure, the recipients of those donated coats will feel the warmth of a community’s benevolent giving 

as winter begins to chill the air.        

From Left to Right: Angie Harvell, Teller  

Supervisor, Mike Watkins, CAMA Helping Hands 

Ministry Coordinator, and Julie Embrich, Deposit  
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